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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

HISTORY 

 
The roots of today’s Kasho Yeshiva stretch back to the 
Old World communities of pre-war Europe. There, in 
1939, Rabbi Refoel Blum, zt’zl, responding to the call of 
the local community, founded  a yeshiva for outstanding 
students in the Slovakian city of Mihalovce. The year 1939 
was filled with foreboding for world Jewry, but the Rebbe 
girded with the blessings of his great teachers, Rav Shaul 
Brach, ztzl, the revered Rav of Kasho, and the Stropkover 
Rav, ztzl,  looked past the looming threats to focus on 
teaching Torah.  
 
The times may have been inauspicious, but the message 
was transporting: in the darkest times one must kindle 
light.  For three years the talmidim poured their best 
efforts into learning the Holy Torah. Local ba’ale batim, 
impressed with the great scholar in their midst, asked for 
the Rebbe to give them shiurim as well. In those anxious 
three years the Chevra Shas completed much of seder 
kodshim.   
 
Alas, the flames of war engulfed the Jewish populations 
of Europe.  By 1942 the Rebbe was forced to flee from 
Mihalovce to the relatively calmer environs of  Budapest, 
Hungary. The city was teeming with refugees who had 
illegally slipped into the country from Slovakia to evade 
the German takeover.  In the fraught moment the Rebbe 
looked past the terrifying present to summon the courage 
to keep the spark of Torah alive.  He projected the 
immortal message of Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon: the 
gvil, the body may burn (chas vesholom) but the osios 
porchos, the letters that represent the inner spirit, endure 
eternally.  He established an underground Yeshiva (the 
very presence of the refugees was illegal) and in this 
season of menace the Yeshiva completed masechta Bava 
Kama and the sacred studies continued almost to the very 
end of the war. Later the Rebbe recalled that while many 
of the illegal refugees were rounded up by the Hungarian 
officials and deported, not a single one of his talmidim 
was ever deported.  
 
And then the war was over. Entire communities had been 
wiped out.  Millions had perished. The loss was 
incalculable. Thousands of years of tradition, learning 
and sacred civilization had been vaporized. Thousands of 
lost, broken people, orphans, widows and mourners all, 
wandered the bombed-out environs, left to ponder their 
losses and confront a deeply shadowed future.  They 
made their way to designated gathering areas and DP 
camps in search of answers, relatives, reassurance, a 
comforting word, some salve for their bottomless pain. 

They had seen the darkest face of evil unveiled, and now 
they needed to be brought back to a semblance of normal 
life and faith. 
 
To Kasho 
Because of its proximity to the Polish border, as well as 
its central train station, the city of Kasho served as a 
gathering place for survivors. They filtered into the city 
yearning for hope and direction.  Drawing on resources 
of compassion and determination, Rabbi Blum, walked 
among the dispirited and organized a regional Orthodox 
community.  He established the infrastructure for a 
rebuilt Jewish community. The kindly Rebbe was driven. 
He would not stop rebuilding. He established a Cheder, 
a Shul and a Mikvah; and to deal with the heartrending, 
dismayingly complex shaaylos of agunos and almonos 
issued clear rulings so they could proceed with their 
lives. The Rebbe and his Bais Din offered definitive piskei 
din on more than one thousand aguna related shaaylos. 
Few fully appreciated the strain and the pain that these 
shaaylos caused him but he refused to let up; the people 
needed him and a rebuilt klall Yisroel must be founded 
on taharos hayuchsin. 
 
Serving as the spiritual leader of virtually all of post war 
Slovakia Rabbi Blum was simultaneously committed to 
re-building his yeshiva. From every corner of the region 
he gathered together young men, many of them orphans, 
and provided for their every need. He began with three 
bochurim, but before long there were scores of boys and 
the sweet kol Torah began to regain its voice.  For these 
students the Rebbe was father, mentor, provider and 
beloved teacher. 
 
Sadly, the travails were not over. He had tried to replant 
the pious life in Eastern Europe but the aftermath of war 
brought Soviet rule and yet another era of oppression. 
The atheist state refused to allow him to teach the Torah 
and to raise a new generation of faithful believers, in 
safety.  
 
He was a witness with an important experience to share. 
A witness digests his experiences and gives them 
meaning. And he, the scion of a rabbinic dynasty going 
back centuries, was clearly tasked with something more 
demanding than wandering the diaspora in sackcloth 
and telling sad stories. His experience and learning, his 
mastery of the hallowed traditions of old, his memories 
of the great men of his generation prepared him to play a 
leading role in reclaiming the heritage of klall yisroel. To 
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him and a handful of others fell the challenge of making 
the sacred remnant a people of destiny again, a faithful, 
kind, gentle, observant people who would once again 
share their ethical and moral teachings, the lessons of 
ancient Sinai. So, when the scourge of Communism 
spread its cold fog over Yiddishkeit he made the painful 
reckonings once more, to leave his homeland, this time  
for good. 
 
 
To America: Brooklyn,  New York, 1948 
He arranged passports, visas and travel expenses for each 
of his talmidim and migrated to America. The U.S. had 
deep traditions of freedom and tolerance, but he 
understood full well the challenge he faced in trying to 
plant a Chassidic Yiddishkeit that was not common in the 
United States at that time.  He focused on the survivors. 
To those afraid to build families, he preached the 
imperative to live again and to raise children to make the 
world better. To a people terrified by the world outside, 
he preached renewed faith.  Many doubted that this 
mission would succeed.  
 
Slowly, penny by penny, he raised the money to succor 
his flock and then to build a place of worship for them to 
pray and learn. But to secure a Jewish future he knew that 
more was required and so at great sacrifice he set aside 
his scholarship, his family, his own  needs and raised the 
funds to build a Cheder to raise a new generation in 
Torah.  He was a revered scholar but he brought himself 
to the level of young students to teach them the Holy 
Torah and to imbue them with a love of learning and a 
respect for the traditions. Overcome by debt he merged 
with the Tzelemer Yeshiva until in 1958 it became 
possible to open an independent Kasho Yeshiva Ketana 
on Ross Street. Here he shaped a new chassidishe 
generation of talmidim, carrying forward the sacred 
mesorah of his own rebbeyim.  
 
He had always harbored a vision of a self-contained 
Yeshiva community, far from the distractions and 
busyness of the city. Finally in 1967 his dream became 
possible and the yeshiva moved to Irvington, N.Y. and 
then in 1979 to more spacious location in Bedford Hills in 
Westchester County.  He was by then one of the precious 
few Old World Gedolim, and Jews from every corner of 
the world flocked to Bedford Hills seeking his advice, 
blessing and hadrocho until on 20 Adar 5765, at the age 
of 95, the Kasho Rebbe passed on to a higher and better 
world. 
 
His oldest son, Rabbi Eliezer Chaim Blum, succeeded his 

father in the holy task of teaching and spreading Torah.  
As the duties of the old rebe leading his flock continued 
to grow the Rebbe passed on the leadership of the 
Yeshiva to his gifted son HaRav Avrohom Shloima (the 
present day Rebbe), whose multi-volume commentaries 
on Talmud Bavli are widely recognized as classics. 
 
Return to Brooklyn 
Regrettably the vision for a sustained Bedford Hills 
community with its own Yeshiva was never fully 
realized. The community faced many challenges that 
discouraged growth and the Rebbe himself took on great 
responsibilities for the world-wide Jewish community. 
Meanwhile, few in the expanding Kasho community 
joined the pioneers who moved to Westchester. They 
remained in Williamsburg bound to the textured 
Chassidic infrastructure. As the Rebbe aged and his 
responsibilities kept growing he could no longer devote 
as much of his limited kochos to the Yeshiva whose 
numbers continued to dwindle. The Williamsburg based 
chassidim implored him to move the Yeshiva to 
Williamsburg where they could keep their boys local. In 
2005, with the extraordinary help of the Taub family, the 
Yeshiva purchased a building at 101 Spencer  Street and 
established a new home for the Kasho Yeshiva Ketana. 
  
This move impacted the Yeshiva Gedolah because after 
several years the boys who were graduating from the 
Yeshiva Ketana had no special connection to Bedford 
Hills (especially after the Rebbe became ill) and chose to 
remain local. After the Rebbe’s petirah the Board of 
Directors and the Rosh Yeshiva, realizing that the 
Yeshiva Ketana graduates were going to other Brooklyn 
mosdos for Bais Medrosh, agreed that it was important to 
open a Yeshiva Gedolah division in Brooklyn. Otherwise 
the special mission of the Yeshiva with its unique 
curricular approach and its emphasis on service to klall 
would come to an end. 
 
The new Yeshiva Gedolah opened in rented space in 
Brooklyn’s Canarsie section for the 2013 school year 
under the leadership of the present Kasho Rebbe, R’ 
Avrohom Shloima Blum, who has been a rosh yeshiva for 
close to 40 years and has served klall Yisroel in the exalted 
tradition of his ancestors for an even longer period. 
Thankfully the Yeshiva attracted a very fine group of 
students, many from its own Yeshiva Ketana, but also 
from a variety of other Chassidishe mosdos. As 
admissions continued to expand and with all the 
necessary elements in place, the Board turned to the next 
challenge: finding a proper home l’Hagdil Torah 
Ulehaadirah.
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MISSION 

 
The Yeshiva’s mission is to train and shape ehrliche Yidn, 
who love Torah, are loyal to the Mesorah and internalize 
the midos that are so central to the elevated life of a 
Chassidishe Yid.  The learning of Missar is not as a set of 
abstract principles but for the purpose of building a 
Hashkufa and being put to use as a daily hanhoga. 
 
We realize that most talmidim will not become kli 
kodesh. Chazal long ago informed us that many enter the 
hallowed halls of Torah study but only a precious few are 
zoche to the cloak of Hoyro’ah. Our mission is to prepare 
the one among many who is destined for eminence in 
Torah, but also to prepare the many for lives as devoted 
Chassidishe Ba’ale Batim who faithfully raise good 
families, devote daily hours to kvias itim, are committed 
to chesed and make a kiddush Hashem in their varied life 
trails. We seek to infuse talmidim with a sense of kdisha; 
a hashkufa molded around the teachings of our venerable 
zaddikim. 
 
In a secular generation that is so committed to 
maximizing personal desires, comforts  and pleasures we 
seek to imbue talmidim with sense of devotion to others, 
to community, family and the common good. It is not so 
useful to preach against the powerful culture of the times; 
it is more effective to set compelling examples of 
commitment and concern that stand against that insistent 
culture of Me, Me. 
 
Today’s student is different from his old world 
counterpart. He has been raised in a society that 
questions authority and bridles at orders. The old focus 
on discipline and cold demands do not work with today’s 
bochur. Today’s more sensitive student does not react 
well to a strict approach. Stern words and punitive 
measures often prove counterproductive. Today’s 
learning environment requires honey not vinegar.  
He needs warmth and reason. He wants to understand 
why, not out of chutzpah, but because the environment 
has shaped him to expect reasons for rules. Bochurim 
respond more positively to an embracing style of chinuch 
that treats them as individuals with unique interests and 
qualities. If the older approach emphasized "Yirah" today 
the more effective approach stresses "Ahava."  
For related reasons we have adopted a style of learning 
that is still relatively new among chassidishe mosdos, a 

style that emphasizes sharp lomdus. Today’s bochur 
needs to feel involved with this learning. He needs to take 
delight in his studies. That kind of connection, one based 
on geshmak, can bind him to life long learning. It draws 
the student in by engaging his mind, his logic, in sevarah. 
It offers the kind of intellectual excitement that makes 
Torah learning more challenging and rewarding than the 
older emphasis on rote memorization of large quantities 
of learning Lomdus with chassidish warmth, an 
emphasis on avoidah and kdisha are all part of the armor 
for today’s talmid to withstand the powerful street, and 
frankly one cannot speak of a Yeshiva mission today 
without paying attention to the need to protect against 
the powerful effect of the street culture. Yes, we forbid 
internet, media and all forms of gass culture, but is seeps 
into their lives and it is a concern. One of the most 
powerful antidotes is simcha. A student who is satisfied, 
happy and self-respecting is less likely to be tempted. 
And so, an important part of our mission is to produce 
happy, confident talmidim, who respect the grandeur of 
Torah and the lives of our zaddikim.  
 
 Especially today, it is important to offer bochurim a 
serious daily Halucha seder. Before a student goes out to 
start a life as a Baale-boss he needs to know how to learn 
Halucha; not in kitzur or even in Mishna Brurah but full 
scale study of Halucha. This means starting with the 
Gemorrah and from there to the Rishonim, Tur and Bais 
Yoseph before turning to the Shulchan Aruch and nosei 
keilim.  Learning Halucha is not simply learning rules; it 
is understanding principles and concepts in depth and 
how they are derived from  the Gemorrah and the 
rishonim. 
 
The mission embraces all of the above with goal of 
molding a chassidishe ben Torah, a Mekabel, a mushlam 
in midos, a 24-7 yiras shomayim.  We aim to carry 
forward a compelling picture of Old World devotion in 
modern 21st century America with a full commitment to 
Chassidic life.  At the same time, we note that we are non-
sectarian in our chassidus. We do not aim to shape 
followers of any single Chassidic mold or outlook. What 
we vaue in chassidus is the prishus, the veneration of 
zaddikim, the yiras Hashem, the warmth of avoidah and 
the respect for age old practice.

. 
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ACCREDITATION STATUS 
 

Yeshiva of Kasho is an educational institution devoted to 
Higher Torah Education, accredited by the Accreditation 
Commission of the Association of Advanced Rabbinical 
and Talmudic Schools (AARTS), and ascribing to the 
AARTS statement of principles.  
For further information about standards, membership 
and accreditation procedures followed by AARTS please 
contact: 

Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic 
Schools 
2329 Nostrand Ave Suite M-200 
Brooklyn, New York 11210 
 
Anyone can get a copy of the AARTS Handbook AARTS 
by email at office@aarts-schools.org, regular mail 
or telephone at (212) 363-1991. 

  

 
 
 

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 
 

All qualified men of the Orthodox Jewish faith are eligible 
for admission to Yeshiva of Kasho without regard to age, 
race, color, national origin or physical handicap. The 
Yeshiva is also an equal opportunity employer and is in 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 
with Disability Act of 1992. 
 
Beyond equal access, opportunity and accommodation, 
the Yeshiva is committed to the understanding, 

sensitivity, patience, encouragement and support that are 
essential in guaranteeing to all qualified students the 
same educational experience and environment as well as 
the equal opportunity to learn and study at the 
institution. 
 
Present facilities are fully accessible to the handicapped 
student, and every effort will be made to accommodate 
any handicapped student who is admitted to the 
institution. 

 
 

NEW YORK BOARD OF REGENTS 

 
Under New York State Law, a corporation formed for 
religious and educational purposes which does not 
confer academic degrees requiring program registration 
by the State Education Department requires no State 
approval or credential in order to exist or to perform 
postsecondary education functions. Yeshiva Of Kasho 
falls into this category and is therefore not subject to the 
evaluation of the New York State Board of Regents. 
 

Yeshiva of Kasho does not offer programs leading to the 
academic degrees authorized by the New York State 
Board of Regents. In Yeshivas of Kasho’ opinion, its 
studies, although different in kind, are equivalent in 
duration, intensity, depth of knowledge, and quality of 
scholarship to degree programs approved by the Board 
of Regents. The credits offered by this institution 
measure a student's progress toward the rabbinical 
degree awarded by this institution.

 

 
THE CAMPUS 

 
The Brooklyn campus is currently located at 590 Smith 
Street in Brooklyn it  is a 3 story 21,000 SF  structure, The 
first floor holds our student dining room, dormitories , 
mikveh, and two modern, up-to-date kitchens, one for 
dairy food preparation and the other for meat.  
 
Each kitchen has an institutional stove and oven. There 
is also a walk-in refrigerator and walk-in freezer. The 
kitchens are clean, well kept and organized. Adequate 

quantities of food and meal preparation supplies are 
held in the storage room near the kitchens. 
 
The second floor has as magnificent study hall It features 
high ceilings, modern lighting, large windows, and also 
houses the offices of the  Rosh Yeshiva's and mashgichim 
and the library.  5 class rooms. And the library. 

 
The third floor has addental dormitory room, with four 
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students per room.  Staff offices are also used when needed 
for student meetings with their Magid Shiur and other 
staff members. Since the Hanhula is always open to 
student suggestions or requests, these may be raised and 
discussed during faculty or staff meetings 

 
 

Summer Camp 
During the summer months, our bochurim leave the city 
behind and immerse themselves in the tranquil setting of 
our upstate campus, located at 99 Geiger Road, Ellenville, 
NY. Spanning 42 acres in the heart of the scenic Catskill 
Mountains, the campus is surrounded by peaceful 
woodlands, creating an ideal environment for learning, 
growth, and rejuvenation. 
 
At the heart of the campus stands a 3,500 sq. ft. shul, 
serving as a central place for tefillah and limud haTorah. 
A separate, spacious Beis Midrash is dedicated specifically 

for Yeshiva Ketanah (High School) students, ensuring a 
focused and structured learning experience. 
 
The dormitories provide comfortable accommodations, 
with a 15,000 sq. ft. building housing 17 rooms, each 
designed to accommodate 6–8 students. A second 
dormitory, designated for high school students, offers an 
additional 16 rooms, each approximately 300 sq. ft. The 
campus also features a large swimming pool, perfect for 
relaxation and recreation, along with two fully equipped 
kitchens to support the needs of staff and talmidim. 
 
Adding to the campus’s facilities is a modern mikvah, 
enhancing the ruchniyus of the environment, and eight 
well-equipped classrooms, where structured shiurim and 
chavrusah learning take place. Together, these amenities 
create a setting where Torah study flourishes in an 
atmosphere of serenity and camaraderie.

 

 

 
 

LIBRARY 
The library contains a wide range of scholarly material. 
In addition to  basic reference works  such as 
Chumashim, Tanach, Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi, 
Rambam, Turim, Shulchan Aruch, the library’s offerings 
include an extensive collection of  Meforshim on Shas and 
on Halacha, Mussar, Chumash, etc.  These collections 
contain works by Rishonim, Achronim and by more 
contemporary Gedolim. Many of the writings and 
Shiurim of the more celebrated Roshei Yeshiva of the past 
century are also included. And, of course, there are many 
siddurim and chumoshim.  
 
The fundamental seforim are in shelves along the walls of 
the Beis Medrosh but there is an additional collection that 

is housed separately. This collection, known as the Otzar, 
has more specialized seforim on Shas and Halacha. 
Faculty or students can quietly comb through volume 
after volume pursuing a line of reasoning, in quest of an 
elusive concept or to develop a chiddush that will weave 
together several different cases into a single well argued 
tapestry. Here they can pursue their research without 
distraction. This collection has the less common works 
(including rishonim and achronim not on the current 
masechta) that would interest a serious researcher.  It also 
contains Shaaylos Uteshuvos from the past several 
centuries as well as seforim on Missar, Hashkofa, drush, 
Chassidus, tfilah, and sources for research. Among  the 
collection there are some rare seforim and incunabula

.      
 
 

ADMISSIONS 
 
Admission to the Yeshiva is open to male members of the 
Orthodox Jewish faith without regard to color, race, 
national origin or handicap. The decision to admit an 
applicant will be based upon his intellectual ability, 
academic preparation and personal, ethical 
development. Priority will be given to applicants who 
have demonstrated a serious dedication to learning as 
well as a noticeable achievement in their learning. 

 
Applicants to the Yeshiva should contact the Yeshiva’s 

administrative office and request an application for 
admission to the Bais Medrash program.  
 
All applicants to the Yeshiva Gedola, must meet the 
following minimum qualifications: 
 

1. Applicants must have completed a Yeshiva high 
school education by the beginning of the school 
term for which they are applying ..  Age, race, 
physical handicap and national origin play no 
role in the evaluation of applicants. 
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2. Gemorah: The ability to independently 

comprehend Gemoroh text as well as the 
completion of 150 blatt of Gemorah with Rashi. 

 
3. Chimash: Fluency in Chimash and Rashi and 

completion of the entire Chimash, with 
familiarity of parts of Nach. 

 
4. Language: The ability to read and write classical 

Loshon Kodesh and a working knowledge of the 
Aramaic language found in Gemorah. 

 
 
Once the application is fully completed and returned to 
the office, it is reviewed by the director of admissions, 
who will then contact the applicant’s previous Yeshiva 

and verify the information on the application. He will 
contact the references listed on the application, especially 
the faculty at previous schools of attendance, as well as 
the Shul that the applicant and his family attend, in order 
to determine if the Buchur is suitable for the Yeshiva. 

 
After this initial screening, the director of admissions will 
schedule an appointment with the applicant to meet with 
the Rosh Yeshiva who will interview the Buchur. In 
addition to the interview, the applicant will be tested on 
his previous studies to see if he is capable of succeeding 
in the Yeshiva’s rigorous program of study that includes 
being tested on hundreds of Dafim of Gemorah. 

 
Once the applicant is approved for admission by the Rosh 
Yeshiva, he is sent an official letter of admission by the 
Yeshiva.

 
STUDENT RECORDS AND FERPA 

 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
established the following student rights with respect to 
their educational records: 

 
1. The right to inspect and review the student's 

education records within 45 days of the day the 
school receives a request for access. 

 
Students should submit to the administrator, 
registrar or other appropriate official, written 
requests that identify the record(s) they wish to 
inspect. The school official will make 
arrangements for access and notify the student of 
the time and place where records may be 
inspected. If the records are not maintained by the 
school official to whom the request was submitted, 
that official shall advise the student of the correct 
official to whom the request should be addressed. 

 
 

2. The right to request the amendment of the 
student's education records that the student 
believes are inaccurate or misleading. 

 
If the school decides not to amend the record as 
requested by the student, the school will notify 
the student of the decision and advise the student 
of his right to a hearing regarding the request for 
amendment. Additional information regarding 
the hearing procedures will be provided to the 
student when notified of the right to a hearing. 

 
3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally 

identifiable information contained in the 
student's educational records, except to the extent 
FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. 

 
One exception that permits disclosure without 
consent is disclosure to school officials with 
legitimate educational interests. A school official 
is defined as a person  employed by the school in 
an administrative, supervisory, academic or 
research, or support staff position; a person or 
company with whom the school has contracted 
(such as an attorney, auditor, or collection agent); 
a person serving on the school’s Board of 
Directors; or a student serving on an official 
committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance 
committee, or assisting another school official in 
performing his tasks. 

 
A school official has a legitimate educational 
interest if the official needs to review an education 
record in order to fulfill his or her professional 
responsibility. Upon request, the school discloses 
education records without consent to officials of 
another school in which a student seeks or 
intends to enroll. 

 
4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. 

Department of Education concerning alleged 
failures by Yeshiva Of Kasho to comply with the 
requirements of FERPA. 

 
Students may contact the FERPA staff at the following 
address: Family Policy Compliance Office 
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U.S. Department of Education 600 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, DC 20202-4605 

 
 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL  POLICY 

 
The Yeshiva is committed to maintaining a drug-free 
campus. Counseling for drug abuse is available to 
students, faculty and employees through the 

CounterForce program of Torah Umesorah, the National 
Society of Hebrew Day Schools

. 
 

HEALTH RISKS OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 
Myriads of health risks are associated with alcohol 
consumption and drug use.  Below are only some of the 
many dangers associated with using and abusing drugs 
and alcohol.  Please note this is not a comprehensive list 
and that there are many more dangers involved in the use 
of alcohol and drugs.  
 
Abuse of alcohol, which is found in beer, wine and 
liquors, can lead to damage to internal organs, especially 
the brain, heart and liver.  When mixed with other 
depressants, alcohol can prove to be fatal.  Usage of 
alcohol impairs judgment and reflexes, often leading to 
serious accidents. 
 
Use of narcotics, which include heroin, junk, dope, black 
tar, China white, Demerol, Dilaudid, morphine and 
codeine, among other prohibited drugs, leads to 
addiction, accidental overdoses, and can lead to Hepatitis 
and AIDS because of the contamination of non-sterile 
needles.  Narcotic use also impairs judgment and ability, 
leading to users being put into precarious situations that 
are harmful (and sometimes even fatal) to themselves and 
others. 
 
Risks associated with cocaine (which can be Coke, rock 
crack or base) are heart attack and damage to the heart, 
damage to the lungs and breathing abilities, seizures, 
severe depression, and paranoia tendencies.  Even a one-
time use of cocaine can lead to a heart attack and death 
from heart failure! 

 
Users of “Uppers” (speed, crank, bam, black beauties, 
crystal and dexies) run the risk of suffering from 
hallucinations, exhaustion, paranoia, depression and 
confusion. 
 
Drugs that are hallucinogenic, (such as Acid, Ecstasy, 
Marijuana, mushrooms, peyote, psilocybin, hash, etc.) 
can lead to unpredictable behavior, emotional instability, 
altered perception, vomiting, flashback, violent behavior, 
psychotic reactions, impaired memory, panic attacks, 
diminished capabilities, and damage to the body’s 
immune system.  
“WE SAY NO WAY TO DRUGS AND WE EXPECT 
YOU TO SAY NO, TOO” 
 
Especially because we are a school committed to 
producing leaders, we have zero tolerance for drug abuse 
or use.  In order to assure a drug free academic 
environment Yeshiva Of Kasho applies a stringent policy 
regarding the use of prohibited drugs. It is strictly 
forbidden for any member of the campus community to 
possess, use, or distribute illicit drugs and/or alcohol on 
school grounds. Any student or staff member found 
guilty of illicit drug or alcohol use will immediately be 
barred from campus until he or she can produce a 
certificate proving the successful completion of a 
recognized drug education program.  A second episode 
of drug use will result in suspension from the campus for 
a minimum of two years.

  

 
ACADEMIC REGULATIONS 

 
GRADING POLICY 

 
Grades are based on academic performance, participation 
in the Shiur and effort. The student’s cumulative grade 
point average, or GPA, is calculated by multiplying the 
grade point equivalent for each grade by the number of 
credits, adding the products, and dividing the sum by the 
total number of credits. The student’s cumulative GPA 

will appear at the end of each semester on the student’s 
transcript. 

 
An average of C, or 2.0 or better is expected to be 
maintained at all times. Students falling below this 
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average may be placed on academic probation. 

 
Grades and GPA equivalencies are as follows: 

 

A Excellent 4.0 

A-  3.7 
B+ Good 3.3 
B  3.0 
B-  2.7 
C+ Average 2.3 
C  2.0 
C-  1.7 
D Poor 1.0 
F Failing 0.0 
I Incomplete Not counted in GPA 
W Withdrawn with Permission Not counted in GPA 

 
 

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS 

 
All students enrolled in Yeshiva Of Kasho are expected to 
maintain satisfactory levels of academic achievement to 
continue their enrollment in the Yeshiva. 
Satisfactory academic progress as defined by Yeshiva Of 
Kasho has two components: a quantitative component 
and a qualitative component. 
 
Quantitatively, a student must make sufficient progress 
through the academic program to complete the normal 

five-year undergraduate program within a time period 
of not more than seven years and half, (15 semesters) 
  
(Special additional requirements for particular financial 
aid programs may apply see at next section.) 
 
Qualitatively, students must achieve a cumulative GPA of 
at least a C or 2.0

 
GOOD ACADEMIC STANDING REQUIREMENTS FOR NYS TAP PROGRAM 

 
Students who receive any NYS financial awards are 
required to maintain good academic standing as defined 
by the regulations of the NYS Commissioner of Education 
in order to remain eligible for state financial aid. The 
regulations define a student in good academic standing 
as one who:  
pursues the program of study in which s/he is enrolled 
(pursuit of program),  
makes satisfactory academic progress toward the 
completion of his/her program's requirements  
In addition, New York State Education Law requires 
grading with evaluation option, the student maintains a 
grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or better after having 
received four full-time New York State financial aid 
payments or the equivalent in part time funds.  
 
 
There are three criteria for maintaining good academic 
standing: pursuit of program, satisfactory academic 
progress and grade point average. These criteria are 

described below. 
 
Students who do not meet the requirements for pursuit 
of program, satisfactory academic progress and grade 
point average lose their eligibility for NYS financial aid. 
To remain eligible for NYS financial aid, a student must 
satisfy all three criteria.  

 
Pursuit of Program 

The first criterion for maintaining good academic 
standing for eligibility for NYS financial aid is pursuit of 
program.  
To be in pursuit of program, a student must receive either 
a passing or a failing outcome in a certain percentage of 
studies each term, depending on the number of state aid 
payments the student has received (which may be 
different from the number of enrollment terms at the 
college). The required percentage is illustrated in the 
Pursuit of Program Table for full-time students who have 
received funds under the Tuition Assistance Program 
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(TAP). 
An outcome that indicates that the student substantively 
engaged in a study or course through the enrollment term 
is necessary to satisfy the pursuit of program 
requirement. Both passing and failing outcomes are 
acceptable. A withdrawal (W or X) outcome does not 

meet the requirement for pursuit of program, because it 
indicates no substantial engagement in a study or course 
over the full enrollment term. The progression is based 
on only the terms a student receives state aid. 

 

 
Pursuit of Program Table 

Number of full-time terms in which 
NYS financial aid has been received 
(e.g. through TAP)** 

Must receive a grade for at least 

1, 2 
 
3, 4 
 
5 or more 

50 percent of minimum full-time requirement (6 credit hours) 
 
75 percent of minimum full-time requirement (9 credit hours) 
 
100 percent of minimum full-time requirement (12 credit 
hours) 

 
 
Satisfactory Academic Progress 

The second criterion for maintaining good academic 
standing for eligibility for NYS financial aid is 
satisfactory academic progress (SAP). 
 
To achieve and maintain satisfactory academic progress 
status, a student must accumulate a minimum number of 
credits per enrollment. The New York state Satisfactory 

Academic Progress Table specifies the minimum number 
of credits the student must accumulate to maintain 
satisfactory academic progress. 
Students who do not meet the minimum academic 
progress requirements (on academic warning for 
unsatisfactory academic progress) are not eligible for 
NYS financial aid

. 
New York State Satisfactory Academic Progress Table 

Before being certified for this payment 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

A student must have accrued at least this many 
credits 
0 
6 
15 
27 
39 
51 
66 
81 
96 
111 

 
Grade Point Average (for those in the grading with evaluation option) 
The third criterion for maintaining good academic 
standing for eligibility for NYS financial aid is the grade 
point average (GPA). The students are required after 

completing the first semester to maintain a minimum 
GPA index of 2.0  
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ATTENDANCE 

 
Although formal attendance is not taken, students are 
required to attend all classes on a regular basis. Excessive 
unexcused absences may result in denial of credit, 

disciplinary action or suspension at the discretion of the 
Menahel. 

 
BEHAVIOR 

 
The Bais Medrash program represents a high-level 
academic community based on Halucha, mutual respect 
for one’s fellow students and for Jewish tradition. The 

student enrolled in Yeshiva Of Kasho is expected to 
behave according to the rules and values defined in 
Halucha. 

 
 

ACADEMIC PROBATION 

 
Students maintaining a C or higher average, who drop 
below a C average for one semester may be placed on 
academic probation for one semester. Should the student 
fail to achieve a C average at the end of the probationary 
period, his probationary standing may be extended to 
subsequent semesters, until he can re-establish 
satisfactory academic standing. 
 

To re-establish satisfactory academic standing, the 
student must consult with the Menahel who will design 
a study plan to assist the student in raising his grades. 
Students who do not take advantage of the Menahel’s 
program may be asked to leave the Yeshiva. Students are 
advised to review the Yeshiva’s financial aid policies for 
information on how academic standing may affect 
financial aid eligibility. 

 

INCOMPLETES AND WITHDRAWALS 

 
A student who fails to complete all required coursework 
may be allowed up to six months to fulfill the course 
requirements. In the interim, the student will have the 
grade “I” (incomplete) entered on his academic record. 
The grade I is not included in the student’s GPA. If the 
required coursework is not completed satisfactorily by 
that time, the grade I will be changed to F, which is 

included in the GPA. 
 
 A student who withdraws from a course with the 
approval of the Menahel will have the course recorded as 
“W” (withdrawn with permission), and the GPA will not 
be affected. 

 
 

REPETITIONS 

 
A student who repeats a course will have both grades 
recorded on his transcript. The repetitive course can not 
be counted towards full-time status unless the student 
received a failing grade for the first attempted course. A 

repeated course with a satisfactory grade will not erase 
the failed course from the transcript. Both courses will be 
counted towards the GPA. 

 

 
REMEDIAL COURSES 

There are no non-credit remedial courses offered at Yeshiva Of Kasho. 

 
APPEALS 

A student may appeal an adverse decision including (a) 
probationary status, (b) lack of satisfactory progress 
status, or (c) a decision of dismissal based on 
unsatisfactory scholastic performance, if he can 

demonstrate mitigating personal circumstances. 

 
These circumstances may include some personal problem 
experienced by the student or a family member such as 
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illness, death, loss of employment, etc. The student must 
file this appeal with the Menahel within one week that 
he was advised of any given decision.  The Menahel will 

respond to the student’s appeal within one month of the 
appeal.

 

 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Students in good standing may apply, in writing from the 
Rosh Yeshiva, for a Leave from Studies. A leave of 
absence (LOA) is a temporary interruption in a student’s 
program of study. A LOA cannot exceed 180 days in any 
12 month period and may have a serious impact on a 
student’s financial aid.  Any student considering 
requesting a LOA that received financial aid, should 
consult with the Financial Aid Office to determine how 
their financial aid will be affected. 
In order to be granted a leave of absence a student must 
meet the following requirements: 

• The request must in writing to the rush yeshiva, 
and must be signed and dated 

• must include the reason for which the student is 
requesting a LOA 

• There must be reasonable expectation that the 
student will return from LOA 

 
A student granted a LOA is not to be considered 
withdrawn and no return of Title IV calculation is 
required. If a student does not meet the LOA criteria, the 
student is considered to have ceased attendance from the 
institution and a Title IV return of funds calculation is 
required if the student received federal aid. 
 
A student returning from an approved LOA must resume 
training at the same point in the academic program that 
he or she began the LOA. 
Students who fail to return to school after an approved 
leave of absence will be considered withdrawn from the 
institution as of the date of the start of the leave of absence 
and refunds will be calculated accordingly. 
For the purpose of NYS TAP awards, the above LAO 
policy does not apply.

 

 
TRANSFER CREDITS 

Transfer credits may be awarded for parallel courses of 
study at comparable institutions.  The student's 
placement as well as the awarding of credits is 
determined based on an academic transcript and a 
personal interview with the director of admissions. 
Decisions regarding transfer credits are subject to the 
same appeals process described above. 
 
Transfer credits may be granted, at the discretion of the 
director of admissions, for courses completed at 
comparable postsecondary institutions, subject to the 
following conditions: 

 

• The credits transferred must be based 

on coursework similar in content, 
style and academic rigor to the one 
offered at Yeshiva Of Kasho. 

• The student must have earned a 
grade that would have enabled him 
to pass a similar course at  Yeshiva Of 
Kasho. 

• All credits must be properly 
documented. 

• Transfer credits accepted are counted 
toward the number of attempted 
credits and the number of credits 
earned by the student.

 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

The academic calendar of Yeshiva Of Kasho is based on 
the Jewish Luach, and spans a 10 month period 

encompassing Three semesters. 

 
 

Fall  Nov. 01, 2024 - Feb.14, 2025 

Spring  Feb. 16, 2025 - June 07, 2025 

Summer  June 09, 2025 - Sept. 19, 2025 

Classes meet daily for the five months of each semester with 

no sessions on the following Holiday periods: 

 
 Purim Break March 13, 2025- March 16, 2025  

Pesach Break April 11, 2025 - April 21, 2025  
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

TUITION 
Tuition for Yeshiva Yeshiva Of Kasho students is based 
on a full program of courses for each of 3 semesters per 
year. The Yeshiva only enrolls full-time students. For the 

2024-2025 academic year, the tuition fee is $7,000 per 
semester., there is a 175 registration fee. 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
There is a $200 Transportation Fee for student who uses the local yeshiva transportation from Williamsburg.

 

 
GENERAL FINANCIAL AID POLICY

Yeshiva Of Kasho is committed to helping deserving 
students acquire financial assistance. The aim of the 
financial aid program is to assure that no qualified 
student is denied access to higher education because 
of financial obstacles.  The Financial Aid Office is 
here to help the student identify resources to fund 
his education.  It is available to assist in completing 
applications for financial aid. The office also 
monitors financial aid and oversees compliance with 
the rules and regulations governing the award of 
financial assistance.  The Financial Aid Office is open 
to students from 9:00-5:00, Monday through 
Thursday. 
 
Students are encouraged to meet with the financial 
aid counselor to determine their eligibility for 
various assistance programs and to discuss the types 
of assistance available. Based on their preliminary 
assessment, the Financial Aid Office will make a 
determination as to the expected amount to be paid 
by the student and his family and what federal aid, 
if any, may be available to the student. The Financial 
Aid Office has application forms for financial 
assistance programs and provides help and advice 
for students in completing them. 
 
Financial aid packages that may be offered to 
students include grants and work-study jobs. The 
institution may also offer financial assistance in the 
form of institutional (YOK) scholarships to needy 

students as long as scholarship funds are available. 
Eligibility for federal programs is determined by an 
evaluation of the student's financial need, based 
strictly on the formulas developed by the 
Department of Education. While Yeshiva Of Kasho 
is committed to making every effort to help students 
acquire aid, it is not possible to guarantee such 
assistance. 

 
 
In order to qualify for federal financial aid programs, 
a student must: 
 

• be enrolled in an eligible program; 

• be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident of the 
U.S., or eligible non-citizen; 

• utilize all assistance funds for education-
related expenses; 

• maintain satisfactory progress toward 
completion of a program of study; 

• be a high school graduate or the recognized 
equivalent; 

• sign the certification statement that he does 
not owe a refund to any Title IV program, 
and is not in default on any Title IV loan. 
This certification is located in step seven of 
the FAFSA. 

 

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID

To apply for financial aid, a prospective student 
should complete a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). This form is available at the 
financial aid office. Alternatively, the student can 

submit his application through FAFSA on the Web at 
www.FAFSA.ed.gov. 
 
Students may be required to supply additional 
documentation, such as Tax Returns, IRS Tax 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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Transcripts, or Verification Worksheets, to verify the 
information reported on the FAFSA. 

Awards are made for one academic year at a time, and 
are not automatically renewable. Students must 
reapply each year before the appropriate deadline.

 
Financial Aid Need

Title IV federal program eligibility is based on a 
process called Needs Analysis. The following is a 
brief explanation of Needs Analysis. 
 
First, a determination is made as to whether the 
students are independent or dependent on their 
parents. There are several factors that are taken into 
account. Students should carefully read the FAFSA 
and its instructions. Should the students have 
questions determining their status, the financial aid 
staff can provide further explanation. 
 
If the student is determined to be dependent on his 
parents, a parental contribution is assessed. This is the 
amount that the parents are expected to pay, based on 
their income and available assets. Allowances are 
made for expenses such as living allowance based on 
family size, taxes paid, and the number of children in 
college. 
 
The students themselves are expected to contribute 
towards their education, using their earnings, if 
applicable. The students’ assets (such as savings) are 
generally considered to be available for the purpose 
of their education and are expected to be divided 
among their years of post- secondary education. 
 

The Parental Contribution, where applicable, is 
added to the Student Contribution, to yield the 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC). Expenses 
beyond those listed above may be considered under 
a process known as Professional Judgment. This 
process can be initiated by parent or student request 
after the student’s initial eligibility has been 
determined. Then, the students and/or parents 
would submit documentation of unusual expenses, 
such as significant change in income or loss of 
employment, death/disability/divorce/separation 
of a parent, tuition paid for siblings, or medical 
expenses. These expenses can be taken into account 
by the financial aid staff to produce an adjusted EFC. 
 
The student’s budget or cost of education is 
calculated based on tuition and fees plus a standard 
allowance for living expenses, which depends on 
whether the student lives on campus, with his 
parents, or has other arrangements. 
 
The EFC is then subtracted from the student’s total 
budget. The result is known as the student’s “need”. 
This concept of need is the foundation of financial aid. 
Students who exhibit need and apply on time will 
probably be awarded aid. 
 

 
Application Deadline 

While applications for Pell Grants may be processed 
until June 30, 2025, students may be required to 
submit their application earlier, as the application 
must be processed while the student is still enrolled. 
Students are urged to submit their applications as 
early as possible. Late submissions may delay the 
processing of a student’s application. More 
important, the funds for some programs are limited 
and will be distributed with priority given to those 

students who submit their application in a timely 
fashion. 
 
Students may be required to update certain types of 
information that they have entered on their 
application, i.e. dependency status, household size, 
and number of family members enrolled in post-
secondary education. Any such changes should be 
discussed with the financial aid office. 
 

 

FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS 
The Federal Pell Grant Program provides grants to 
undergraduate students. These grants do not have to 
be repaid. This program is an “entitlement” which 
means that each eligible student who attends an 
eligible institution and applies on time may receive a 
Federal Pell Grant. The maximum grant for a fully 
eligible student is $7,395 per award year, which is 

100% of the scheduled award. The amount that each 
student is eligible for is based on the EFC generated 
by a federally mandated formula. 
 
Financial aid disbursements in the federal Pell Grant 
Program are scheduled at the beginning of each 
semester, provided that all paperwork has been 
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submitted and is complete. A student generally 
receives half of his scheduled award during the first 
semester and the second half during the second 
semester. Students whose paperwork is completed 
during the second semester may be paid retroactively 
for the first semester. 
 
With the availability of Year-Round Pell, students can 
receive Federal Pell Grant funds for up to 150% of 
their Pell Grant Scheduled Award for an award year. 
An eligible student may now receive a Federal Pell 
Grant for the summer semester, even if he received 
100% of his scheduled Federal Pell Grant award 
during the fall and spring semesters. To be eligible for 
the additional Pell Grant funds, the student must 
meet all general eligibility requirements to receive 
financial aid for the payment period and must be 
enrolled at least half time (six credits) in the payment 
period. 
 

Students whose paper work is completed during the 
second or third semester may be paid retroactively for 
previous semesters in the same academic year. 
 
The amount of Federal Pell Grant funds a student 
may receive over his or her lifetime is limited by 
federal law to 600%. If a student's lifetime eligibility 
used (LEU) equals 600%, the student may no longer 
receive Pell Grant funding. 
 
Payments from the Federal Pell Program will either 
be made by credit to the student’s tuition account or 
by direct disbursement to the student. Students will 
be informed of the expected amount of these 
payments. Students may inspect their tuition records 
during regular business hours at the business office. 
 
The Campus-Based Programs are a group of 
programs funded under Title IV. The campus- based 
program in which the institution participates is: 
 

 
FSEOG - Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants 

 
In these programs, fixed sums are allocated to each 
school based on its size and other factors. The 
institution then analyzes the need of all eligible 
financial aid applicants whose paperwork is 
completed in a timely manner, and determines an 
equitable distribution of the funds available in a 
process known as "packaging." Students who apply 
after the initial packaging deadlines, (as posted in 
school), may be too late to receive any funds from 
these programs. 
 
The Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity 
Grant is a Campus-Based grant program available to 
undergraduate students. Awards, when available, 
can range from $100 to $4,000. 
 
Financial aid disbursements in the FSEOG Program 
are scheduled at the beginning of each semester, 
provided that all paperwork has been submitted and 

is complete. A student generally receives one half of 
his scheduled award during the first semester and the 
second half during the second semester. Students 
who complete their paperwork during the second 
semester may be paid retroactively for the first 
semester. However, students should keep in mind the 
strong likelihood that all FSEOG funds will have been 
allocated by that time. 
 
Payments from the FSEOG program will be made by 
credit to the student's tuition account. Generally, the 
funds are matched 25% non-federal funds to 75% 
federal funds. However, if in aparticular academic 
year the institution is granted a waiver of the 
institutional share requirement, the institution may 
choose not to provide the institutional match. 
Students will be informed of the expected amounts of 
these payments, and may inspect their tuition records 
during regular hours at the business office. 
 

 
 

NY STATE TAP GRANTS – Description 

 
New York’s Tuition Assistance Program (TAP), helps 
eligible New York residents attending in- state 
postsecondary institutions pay for tuition. TAP 
grants are based on the applicant’s and his family’s 
New York State taxable income. 
 

To apply for a TAP grant, a student must fill out a 
FAFSA, generally followed by an additional TAP 
application by June 30, 2025. 
 
To be eligible for an award the student must: 
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➢ meet one of the United States citizenship 
requirements; 

➢ meet New York State residency 
requirements; 

➢ enroll as a full-time undergraduate student; 

➢ enroll in an approved program of study in 
an eligible New York State postsecondary 
institution; 

➢ be matriculated; 

➢ be in good academic standing; have at least 
a cumulative "C" average after receipt of two 
annual payments; 

➢ not be in default on any Federal or State 
made student loan, or fail to comply with 
any service condition imposed by a State 
award program, or fail to make a required 
refund of any award; 

➢ have a minimum tuition liability of at least 
$200 per academic year ($100 per semester); 

➢ not exceed the income limitations 
established for the program; 

➢ not be incarcerated; 

➢ have a U.S. high school diploma satisfactory 
to TAP requirements, the equivalent 
recognized by the U.S. Secretary of 
Education, or a passing score on a federally 
approved ability-to-benefit test. 

 
The New York State Dream Act enables some 
students who do not meet the above requirements, to 
be eligible for TAP Awards. 
 
If you fit one of the descriptions below, you may be 
eligible. 
 

1) Your permanent home is in NYS and you are or 
have one of the following: 

a) U-Visa 

b) T-Visa 

c) Temporary protected status, pursuant to 
the Federal Immigration Act of 1990 

d) Without lawful immigration status 
(including those with DACA status) 
AND you meet one of the following 
criteria: 

i) You attended a NYS high school for 
2 or more years, graduated from a NYS 
high school, and are applying for an 
award for undergraduate study at a NYS 

college within five years of receiving your 
NYS high school diploma OR 

ii) You attended a NYS high school for 
2 or more years, graduated from a NYS 
high school, and are applying for an 
award for graduate study at a NYS college 
within ten years of receiving your NYS 
high school diploma OR 

iii) You received a NYS high school 
equivalency diploma, and are applying 
for an award for undergraduate study at a 
NYS college within five years of receiving 
your NYS high school equivalency 
diploma 

 

2) Your permanent home is outside of NYS and you 
are or have one of the following: 

a) U.S. citizen 

b) Permanent lawful resident 

c) Of a class of refugees paroled by the 
attorney general under his or her parole 
authority pertaining to the admission of 
aliens to the U.S. 

d) U-Visa 

e) T-Visa 

f) Temporary protected status, pursuant to the 
Federal Immigration Act of 1990 

g) Without lawful immigration status 
(including those with DACA status) 
 
AND you meet one of the following criteria: 

i) You attended a NYS high school for 2 or 
more years, graduated from a NYS high 
school, and are applying for an award for 
undergraduate study at a NYS college 
within five years of receiving your NYS 
high school diploma OR 

ii) You attended a NYS high school for 2 or 
more years, graduated from a NYS high 
school, and are applying for an award for 
graduate study at a NYS college within ten 
years of receiving your NYS high school 
diploma OR 

iii) You received a NYS high school 
equivalency diploma, and are applying 
for an award for undergraduate study at a 
NYS college within five years of receiving 
your NYS high school equivalency 
diploma 

 
Students meeting the NYS Dream Act eligibility criteria 
can apply for TAP by accessing the Dream Act 

Application online at 
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?Retur
nUrl=%2f 

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#U-Visa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#T-Visa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#TPS
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#WIS
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#WIS
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#U-Visa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#T-Visa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#TPS
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#WIS
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream/#WIS
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
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The application is simple and straightforward, and all 
information provided will be used only for determining 
eligibility for and administering awards. Applicants 
without lawful immigration status will not be asked for 
their home address and will not have to upload financial 
records. 
 
Once you have submitted an application, it is your 
responsibility to monitor the status of your application 
and to make sure your application is complete. You will 
be able to monitor the status of your application online 
after submitting your application and uploading any 
required documentation. You will be notified by email 
when a determination has been made regarding your 
eligibility, at which point you will be required to accept 
the award. 
 
The maximum yearly TAP award is $5,665. Award 
amounts are determined by: 
 

➢ combined family NYS taxable income, Federal, 
State or local pension income and private 
pension and annuity income, if applicable; 

➢ level of study; 

➢ academic year in which first payment of TAP or 
any state award is received; 

➢ type of postsecondary institution and the tuition 
charge; 

➢ financial independence; 
➢ other family members enrolled in NYS 

postsecondary education; 
➢ other educational benefits received. 

 
Yeshiva of Kasho will disburse any TAP funds due to the 
student as soon as possible, but not more than 45 days 
after the institution has credited the award to the 
student’s account. 
 

Instead of disbursing funds due to the student, the 
institution may credit them toward a future term if the 
student authorizes the credit in writing. They may also 
credit TAP payments toward charges the student has 
incurred for a future term. That term must already be 
underway when the school receives the payment, and 
the balance for that term must exceed the amount 
deferred for that term based on anticipated receipt of a 
TAP award. An authorization form, which will remain 
in effect for the duration of their study, will be made 
available to students at the time of admission 
 

 

INSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Yeshiva has a program of tuition assistance for 
students who have exhausted other avenues of 
assistance and are unable to meet their tuition 
requirements. These institutional scholarships are 
funded by individual donations as well as special 
fundraising functions held throughout the year. 
Students wishing to apply for this assistance are advised 
to contact the financial aid office. Any student who 
applies for financial aid will automatically be considered 
for an institutional scholarship. 
Any student who has difficulty in meeting his 
educational costs at Yeshiva Of Kasho should meet with 

the financial aid staff to learn about the options available 
to him, which include institutional scholarships and 
deferred payment plans. 
 
Considerations in determining financial assistance are 
the student assets and income, or if he is a dependent, 
his parents assets, income and expenses, and the 
estimated academic expenses of attending the program. 
A student's financial need is determined by subtracting 
the student and parent's contribution from the total cost 
of education

. 

 
REFUND POLICY 

If a student finds that he must withdraw from his 
courses while the semester is in progress, he is required 
to notify the registrar as soon as possible of his intent to 
withdraw. The student will be entitled to a refund of 
tuition payments made to the institution depending on 
when in the semester he withdrew from classes. 
 
The Yeshiva will determine the amount of the refund 
based on the official date of withdrawal, which is the 
date that the student notified the registrar or the last date 

of attendance, whichever is earlier. Students 
withdrawing from the Yeshiva are entitled to a refund 
of their paid tuition fees based on the following formula: 
 
Withdrawal prior to the 
last day of the drop period:   100%      refund 
Within first two weeks of classes: 75% refund 
Between two and three weeks:  50%       refund 
Between three and four weeks:  25%         refund 
After four weeks:   No refund
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STUDENT SERVICES 
 

COUNSELING 
The Yeshiva’s faculty is always accessible to students, 
and is prepared to provide assistance to any student 
with a personal problem or issue. The faculty members 
maintain a close relation to the Talmidim, and have a 
genuine interest in their well- being. Therefore any 
student who feels that he needs to consult someone on a 
personal matter is encouraged to meet with the 
Menahel, the Mashgichim or the Magidei Shiur. 
 

With respect to counseling, the Yeshiva is of the view 
that the time spent in counseling students is directly 
related to the student’s academic performance. 
Therefore, it is quite common that discussions of this 
type will only contribute to the student's feeling better 
about himself and becoming more self confident. Of 
course, this goes hand in hand with the student’s 
learning which should be strengthened in the process. 

 
HEALTH SERVICES 

There is a first aid kit in the Bais Medrash in case of minor 
medical need. For larger issues, either the Rosh Yeshiva 
or the Administrator will be contacted to arrange 

whatever care is needed for the particular student. 
Students are also aware that they should call the local 
Hatzalah service immediately in case of emergency

 
TUTORING 

The Yeshiva will provide tutoring for any student who 
needs assistance with his learning. This is not something 
that a student needs to ashamed of. Either he can 
request such assistance himself, or this can be initiated 
by a faculty member. 
Generally, the tutoring is provided by Kolel students 
and can be either for one Seder or for the entire day. 

 

The cost of the tutoring is assumed by the student or his 
family. This is especially so in cases where the Yeshiva 
required tutoring as a condition for the student’s 
admission. However, if the student or family is unable 
to afford this expense, the Yeshiva may offer to assist in 
raising funds for this purpose. But the Yeshiva does not 
bear responsibility for the cost of tutoring

. 

 
STUDENT COMPLAINTS 

If a student questions or objects any action taken by the 
faculty or administration of a disciplinary, academic or 
other nature, he may contact the Menahel to discuss the 
matter.  Every complaint or grievance by a student will 
be given serious consideration. The Yeshiva assures its 
students that no adverse action will be taken against any 
individual filing such a complaint. 
If the student is not satisfied with the response of the 
Menahel, or if he feels that the institution has not 
properly responded to his inquiry, he may contact in 
writing the school’s accrediting agency, AARTS. That 
agency may be contacted at: 
 
Accreditation Commission 
Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic 
Schools 
2329 Nostrand Ave Suite M-200 
Brooklyn, New York 11210 
 
The Commission will review any student complaint that 
relates to its accrediting standards and take appropriate 
follow-up action. 

 
All complaints pertaining to institutional quality, as they 
relate to AARTS published standards, will be sent the 
chief executive officer of the school for comment. This 
comment will be forthcoming within 10 days, and then 
sent to the original complainant. If necessary, the 
chairman of the Accreditation Commission will set up 
an informal meeting between the complainant, the 
institution, and the chairman. 
 
Should the problem not be resolved within 30 days of 
filing the original complaint, a formal Accreditation 
Commission subcommittee will be established within 14 
days of the expiration of the 30 day period, to resolve the 
matter. This body will investigate the matter, make 
findings of fact, and develop a recommendation which 
will be reported to the Commission as a whole within 60 
days of the establishment of the subcommittee. 
 
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the 
complainant and to the chief executive  of the school. 
Both will be invited to submit written comments to the 
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Accreditation Commission which will then act at its next 
regularly scheduled meeting. The Accreditation 

Commission maintains a record of student complaints 
received, or made available to it

. 

 
 

NY STATE COMPLAINT POLICY 
Section 494(C)(j) of the New York Higher Education Act 
of 1965, as amended, provides that any student, faculty 
member, or other person who believes that he or she has 
been aggrieved by an  
institution of higher education has the right to file a 
written complaint. 
 
The complaint may be filed by any person with reason 
to believe that an institution has acted contrary to its 

published standards or that conditions at the institution 
appear to jeopardize the  
quality of the institution’s instructional programs or the 
general welfare of its students. Any student who 
believes he has been aggrieved by an institution on or 
after May 4, 1994, may file a written complaint with the 
State Education Department within three years of the 
alleged incident.

 
 

HOW TO FILE A COMPLAINT: 
1. The student should first try to resolve the 

complaint directly with the institution by 
following the internal complaint procedures 
provided by the institution. An institution is 
required to publish  its internal complaint 
procedure in a primary information document 
such as the catalog or student handbook. The 
Education Department suggests that the 
complainant keep a copy of all correspondence 
with the institution. 

 
2. If a student is unable to resolve the complaint 

with the institution or believes that the institution 
has not properly addressed his concerns, he may 
contact the Postsecondary Complaint Registry to 
request a complaint form. The Registry may be 
contacted at: 

 
New York State Education Department  
Postsecondary Complaint Registry 
One Park Avenue, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10016 
Telephone: 212-951-6493 

 

3. The completed Registry form should be signed 
and sent to the above address, and should 
indicate the specific resolution being sought and 
any efforts that have been made to resolve the 
complaint though the institution’s internal 
complaint processes. Copies of all relevant 
documents should be included with the form. 

 
4. After receiving the completed form, the 

Department will notify the complainant of its 
receipt  and request any additional information. 
When appropriate, the Department will also 
advise the institution that a complaint has been 
made and, when appropriate, the nature of the 
complaint.  

5. The complainant will also be notified of the name 
of the evaluator assigned to address the specific 
complaint. The evaluator may contact the 
complainant for additional information. 

 
6. The Department will make every effort to 

address and resolve complaints within 90 days of 
receipt of the complaint form. 

 
COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: 

Some complaints may fall within the jurisdiction of an 
agency or organization other than the State Education 
Department. These complaints will be referred to the 
entity with appropriate  
jurisdiction. When a complaint concerns a matter that 
falls solely within the jurisdiction of the institution, the 
complainant will be notified and the Department will 
refer the complaint to the institution in question and 
request that the matter receive a review and response. 

 
Upon conclusion of the Department’s complaint review 
or upon a disposition of the complaint by referral to 
another agency or organization, or to the institution, the 
Department will issue written notice to the complainant 
describing the resolution of the complaint. The 
complainant may  
contact the Department evaluator directly for follow-up 
information or for additional assistance. 

 

tel:(212)%20951-6493
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DORMITORY 

The dormitory is supervised by a Mashgiach, 
whose main function is to resolve any questions 
or complaints by students, such as requests for a 
different room. He is also responsible to check on 

the safety of the students, and reports to the 
building manager if there are any cleaning and 
maintenance issues or any needed repairs. 
 

 
PLACEMENT DISCLAIMER  

Yeshiva of Kasho is an academic institution and neither 
provides vocational training nor guarantees 

employment or placement to students who complete its 
programs.  

 

 
Campus Safety and security Procedures 

 

CAMPUS CRIME REPORTING PROCEDURES: 
Any student or employee who witnesses a crime must 
immediately notify the nearest law enforcement agency. 
In the event of an impending danger, such as a bomb 
threat, suspected criminal or suspicious character on 
premises, etc., the witness should discreetly and 
cautiously notify the senior administrative staff member 
on campus. This, in turn, will generate prompt 
administrative notification to all students and 

employees, advising of the precautions to take, while 
avoiding panic. 

 
All crimes should be brought to the attention of Rabbi 
Aron Blum, liaison to the local police in coordinating 
information and keeping students informed. Relevant 
crime information will be publicly announced to the 
student body within 24 hours of a crime. 

 

POLICIES ON ACCESS TO FACILITIES: 
Access to all school facilities is restricted to approved 
students and employees, as well as authorized visitors. 
All buildings are to be securely locked after programs 

and study sessions have ended. After-hours student 
access is provided only by contacting appointed 
employees and/or students. 

 

CURRENT CAMPUS LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES: 
The institution maintains no security force of its own. 
Students must consistently be mindful of their 
responsibility for the welfare of themselves and fellow 

peers. Any student or employee that is witness to a 
dangerous or suspect situation is expected to 
communicate with local police immediately. 

 

Policies for Preparing the Annual Disclosure of Crime Statistics: 

The institution annually discloses crime statistics to 
students and employees. 

 

CRIME STATISTICS 
 

for Most Recent Calendar Year (and last two as available), of Violent Offenses Thefts Reported to Police: 
 There have been no documented cases of violent offenses. 

 

Statistics on Liquor, Drug, and Weapons Abuses: 

 There have been no documented offenses related to liquor, illegal drugs or weapons. 
 

CAMPUS POLICY REGARDING SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
Yeshiva Of Kasho  is fully committed to maintaining a 
safe and secure environment for all students. 
Accordingly, the school adheres to a strict no-tolerance 
policy with regard to sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence and stalking. 

 

Domestic Violence is defined as the occurrence of one or 
more of the following criminal offenses upon a person 
protected under the Prevention of Domestic Violence 
Act of 1990: Homicide, Assault, Terroristic threats, 
Kidnapping, Criminal Restraint, False Imprisonment, 
Sexual Assault, Criminal Sexual Contact, Lewdness, 
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Criminal Mischief, Burglary, Criminal Trespass, 
Harassment, Stalking. 

 
In the event of a sex offense, or incident of domestic 
violence, dating violence or stalking, students are urged 
to contact the police immediately.  

 
 If a student does not feel comfortable contacting the 
police directly, he may do so indirectly through Rabbi 
Berish Friedman. 

 
 Should such an assault or incident occur, it is important 
for the student to preserve all evidence as proof of a 
criminal offense. Victims of sexual assault, dating 
violence or stalking are directed to contact SAVI Takanot 
Program at Mount Sinai (212) 423-2147 for free and 
confidential short term and long-term counseling and 
psychotherapy for survivors of childhood sexual abuse, 
sexual assault, and domestic violence. Therapists are 
trauma specialists with knowledge of and sensitivity to 
Orthodox practices and laws. Orthodox and non 
Orthodox therapists available. The program is located at 
Mount Sinai Hospital on the Upper East Side of 
Manhattan. 

 
Victims of domestic violence may also contact the 
Shalom Task Force’s Confidential Hotline at (718) 337-
3700.  

 
Yeshiva Of Kasho will change a victim’s academic and 
living situation after the alleged sex offense if changes 
are requested by the victim and are reasonably available. 
In the case of an alleged sex offense, incident of domestic 
violence, dating violence or stalking, both the accuser 
and the accused will be called before a disciplinary 
committee headed by the Dean, who receives annual 
training in domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 

assault and stalking. The accuser and the accused are 
entitled to the same opportunities to have others present 
during a disciplinary proceeding. The Dean will 
interview both parties and any witnesses in order to 
make a determination of the student’s culpability. The 
accuser and the accused will be informed of the school’s 
disciplinary proceeding with respect to the alleged 
offense or incident. 

 
Any student who is found guilty of sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence or stalking, as 
determined by an investigation by a faculty board of 
inquiry, will immediately be expelled from the 
institution. There is no due process involved, and no 
appeal will be accepted. Attendance at our institution is 
a privilege, not a right, and may be withdrawn without 
notice if the student is deemed a threat to the safety and 
security of the student body. 

 

Information for Crime Victims about 

Disciplinary Proceedings 

Upon request, Yeshiva Of Kasho will provide the victim 
with the results of any disciplinary proceeding or 
actions taken by the Yeshiva against the perpetuator 
of such a crime or offense. 

 
If the victim has died as a result of the crime or offense, 
the information will be provided, upon request, to the 
closest relative of the victim. 

 
Registered Offenders List:  
The following link enables students and employees of 
Yeshiva Of Kasho to access information about 
registered sex offenders in the state of New York.  The 
website can be found at http://www.criminal 
justice.ny.gov/nsor.

 
 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURES: 
In the event of an emergency, an alarm sounds 
throughout the entire  building, classrooms, study 
area and restrooms.  Students are instructed to 

immediately evacuate the premises as posted and 
meet at the designated emergency evacuation site upon 
hearing the alarm. 

 

MISSING STUDENT POLICY: 
In the event a student, employee, or any individual 
becomes aware of a student missing for 24 hours 
he/she must immediately notify Rabbi Berish Friedman, 
who will then contact the local police department. 
Students are urged to identify a contact person whom 
the school shall notify within 24 hours of the 
determination that the student is missing. 

 
All contact information will be registered 
confidentially and will be accessible only to authorized 

campus officials, and will not be disclosed, except to 
law enforcement personnel in furtherance of the 
investigation. The Yeshiva will contact the designated 
contact person of the missing person within 24 hours 
that the student is reported missing. If the student is a 
minor under 18 years of age, a parent or guardian will 
be contacted. In any case, the institution will inform the 
local law enforcement agency within 24 hours. 
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FIRE SAFETY POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: 
Fire drills are an essential component in preparing 
for an emergency and are conducted twice a semester (4 
times per academic year) in Yeshiva of Kasho’s 
dormitory. Upon hearing the fire drill alarm, students 
and faculty are required to immediately follow all 
evacuation procedures and meet at the designated 
emergency evacuation site. 

 
In the interest of preventing potential fires and 
reducing the number of fire hazards, students are not 
permitted to bring any cooking and/or heating 
appliances or other large electrical appliances into the 
dormitory with the exception of one small refrigerator 
per room, no larger than 1.7 cubic ft. Irons, 
microwaves, heaters, electric blankets, electric lamps, 
hair dryers and similar items are all prohibited. 

 
WHAT DO I DO IN THE EVENT OF A FIRE? 

1) If the fire alarm sounds, 

IMMEDIATELY EVACUATE THE 

BUILDING in an orderly manner, without 

pushing or shoving. 

2) If you detect a burning odor, smoke and/or 

fire presence, EVACUATE THEBUILDING 

IMMEDIATELY via the  staircase,  

without  stopping  to  locate personal 

items. 

3) If possible, pull at the fire alarm to activate it as you exit. 

4) If you have received training and can help control the fire 
without personal danger through an available fire 
extinguisher, do so. If not, leave the vicinity; if safe to do 
so, close windows and shut doors after you in order to 
contain the fire. 

5) Never allow the fire to come between you and an exit. 
As you leave, check to ensure everyone has evacuated. 

6) If requested, attend to and escort those with disabilities. 

7) If caught in smoke’s path, cover nose with cloth, stay low, 
and crawl to exit. 

8) When reaching the outside, move at least 100 feet from 
the building and proceed to designated site for head 
count. 

9) If you are aware of anyone still in the building, report 
to responding emergency Personnel. 

10) NEVER assume it is safe to reenter the building 
because the sounding of the alarm has ceased. ONLY 

reenter after being given explicit permission by 
authorities.

 
 

OTHER EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: 
 If an emergency or threat requires that students 
remain in the building and that the building remains 
securely locked. Lockdown Procedures will go into 

effect securing the building and students from any 
outside threat

. 
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
 
OVERVIEW 

 
Prior to World War II, a great number of outstanding 
Talmudical centers graced the vibrant Jewish 
communities of Eastern Europe. After the Holocaust, 
none of these institutions remained standing, but new 
ones were established in America, Eretz Yisroel and 
Western Europe, with the result of keeping the dynamic 
tradition of Torah scholarship alive. Yeshiva Of Kasho 
is a link in this chain of scholarship, seeking to pass on 
the rich heritage of Talmudic scholarship, Chasidus and 
Jewish philosophy. 
The core of the Yeshiva’s program revolves around the 
study of Gemorah, which comprises the bulk of the 
student’s day. The Yeshiva focuses on both Iyun and 
Bekiyus learning. The first Seder of the day involves 
Iyun learning, in which students are exposed to 
intensive, in-depth analysis of each portion of Talmudic 
text, together with the commentaries of the principal 
Rishonim and Achronim on the Mesechta studied. The 
second Seder is much more focused on Bekiyus and 
thereby enabling the student to cover more ground in 
his study of Gemorah. 
Generally, one Mesechta is studied per year. However, 
many students study other Mesechtas, as well, on their 
own time. These other Mesechtas are not part of the 
curriculum. As in most Yeshivas, there is a rotation of 
Mesechtas studied so that a student will be exposed to 
a small but important selection of Shas. The specific 
rotation of Mesechtas varies from institution to 
institution. The Gemorah curriculum of Yeshiva Of 
Kasho follows very closely the curriculum found in 
postsecondary Chasidishe Yeshivas. 
In order to facilitate greater interaction between the 
levels of the program, and the sharing of learning skills 
among the students, the entire Bais Medrash will study 
the same Mesechta, with each year proceeding at the 
depth appropriate to its level and developing the skills 
needed to progress to the next level. 

In this way, the student of Gemorah not only becomes 
exposed to additional applications of legal concepts, 
case law and logical reasoning, but over time he 
becomes more skilled in the "language" and the "style" 
found in the Gemorah. This will enable him to advance 
to the graduate level of study and ultimately prepare 
him for independent, lifelong study of Gemorah. 
Among the important areas to which the student will be 
exposed in the program are the languages of Hebrew 
and Aramaic in oral and written uses, as well as general 
communication skills as used in the Shiurim by the 
faculty. 
Important study skills developed include: the ability to 
analyze texts, the interrelation of different areas of 
knowledge, the application of general principles and 
concepts to new and unfamiliar bodies of knowledge, 
and greater facility in library research and literature 
retrieval. 
In the area of logic and reasoning, students master the 
analysis of statements, learn to check for internal 
consistency in a system of ideas, practice problem 
solving skills, and develop the ability to formulate 
hypotheses, to isolate, define and clarify difficult 
concepts and contents, to penetrate to the crux of an issue 
and to develop inquisitive skills. 
Other departments enhance the central Talmudic theme. 
While Gemorah is generally studied on a theoretical or 
esoteric level, Halucha, or Jewish Law, is commonly 
studied at the undergraduate level as applied law. 
The study of Mussar and Chasidis, or Ethics and 
Philosophy, is central to the development of the Ben 
Torah. Practical application of self-analysis and self- 
evaluation is stressed with an eye toward strengthening 
one’s relationships Bein Odom LeChaveiro and Bein 
Odom LaMakom.  These courses are required on an 
extra-curricular basis and carry no credit. 

 
 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Yeshiva Of Kasho offers a four-year undergraduate program leading to a First Talmudic Degree.  This degree requires 
the successful completion of the Yeshiva's 156-credit 
academic program with the following components 

Gemorah Iyun  78 credits 
Gemorah Bekiyus 52 credits 
Halucha   26 credits 
Total   156 credits 

In addition to required credit bearing courses students 
are required to pursue Mussar/Chassidus studies that 

focus on Jewish ethical philosophy, character 
development and Hashkofa. While these studies carry 
no credit they are an integral part of the making of a 
mature Yeshiva Man. And while our formal courses offer 
an intellectually rigorous and rich program of study, no 
Jewish education is complete without training in midos 
and the Masoretic tradition of Jewish values. Students 
are required to participate in Mussar classes that analyze 
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and study the classic Mussar and Chassidic tomes. They 
also attend regular shmuessen that address topics in 

Mussar and Chassidic tradition.   

 
 
 

FIRST TALMUDIC DEGREE, 

156 credits 

 
SAMPLE PROGRAM 

 
Year 1 Term 1 

Introductory Gemorah Iyun  TL-101A    6 credits  

Introductory Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-102A    4 credits   

Introductory Halucha   HL-103A     2 credits  

 
Year 1 Term 2 

Introductory Gemorah Iyun  TL-101B    6 credits  

Introductory Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-102B    4 credits   

Introductory Halucha   HL-103B     2 credits  
 

Year 1 Term 3 

Introductory Gemorah Iyun  TL-101C    6 credits  

Introductory Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-102C    4 credits   

Introductory Halucha   HL-103C     2 credits  
 
Total Credits Year 1       36 
 
Year 2 Term 1 

Beginning Gemorah Iyun   TL-201A      6 credits 

Beginning Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-202A     4 credits 
Beginning Halucha    HL-203A     2 credits 
 

Year 2 Term 2 

Beginning Gemorah Iyun   TL-201B      6 credits 

Beginning Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-202B     4 credits 
Beginning Halucha    HL-203B     2 credits 
 
Year 2 Term 3 

Beginning Gemorah Iyun   TL-201C      6 credits 

Beginning Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-202C     4 credits 
Beginning Halucha    HL-203C     2 credits 
 
Total Accumulated Credits Year 2     72 
 
 
Year 3 Term 1 

Intermediate Gemorah Iyun        TL -301A                                 6 credits  
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Intermediate Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-302A    4 credits 

Intermediate Halucha   HL-303A    2 credits  
 

Year 3 Term 2 

Intermediate Gemorah Iyun        TL-301B                                 6 credits  
Intermediate Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-302B    4 credits 

Intermediate Halucha   HL-303B   2 credits  
 
Year 3 Term 3 

Intermediate Gemorah Iyun        TL-301C                                 6 credits  
Intermediate Gemorah Bekiyus  GM-302C    4 credits 

Intermediate Halucha   HL-303C    2 credits  
 
Total Accumulated Credits Year 3     108 
 
Year 4 Term 1 

Senior Gemorah Iyun   TL-401A     6 credits 
Senior Gemorah Bekiyus   GM-402A     4 credits  

Senior Halucha                        HL-403A                              2 credits  
 
Year 4 Term 2 

Senior Gemorah Iyun   TL-401B     6 credits 
Senior Gemorah Bekiyus   GM-402B    4 credits  

Senior Halucha                        HL-403B                              2 credits  
 
Total Accumulated Credits Year 4     132 

 
Year 5 Term 1 

Advanced Gemorah Iyun   TL-501A     6 credits 

Advanced Gemorah Bekiyus      GM-502A    4 credits 

Advanced Halucha                  HL-503A                             2 credits 
 
Year 5 Term 1 

Advanced Gemorah Iyun   TL-501B     6 credits 

Advanced Gemorah Bekiyus      GM-502B    4 credits 

Advanced Halucha                  HL-503B                             2 credits 
 
Total Credits……………………….     156 credits 
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Course Listing with Descriptions 
 
 

Gemorah Iyun (Analysis) Courses   
 
TL-101A Introductory Gemorah Iyun 
 6 credits  

In this introductory course students are guided in 
making the transition from their high school training to 
analytic learning. They advance such skills as translation 
of Aramaic and  Hebrew text material; mastering the 
basic dialogic content; becoming familiar with the 
process of thrust and parry methodology and thinking 
contextually.  Major emphasis is  placed upon studying 
the classical commentaries authored by Rashi to arrive 
at an understanding of the ancient text. Shiur/ lecture 
focuses on pshat.  Offered in Fall term.  
Required for all students.  No Prerequisites. 

 
TL-101B Introductory Gemorah Iyun 
 6 credits  

The focus of this course is on developing student skills 
in analyzing a Talmud text with a focus on methodical 
parsing of the deeper reasoning behind the concepts 
debated by the Talmudic sages. Students hone their 
basic methodology for analyzing Talmudic discourse.  
Application of Rashi and selected Tosfos to arriving at a 
precise understanding of assigned Talmudic passages.  
The objective is for students to focus on arriving at a 
clear, clean, well founded “Pshat” or literal meaning of 
the text. Chavrisehh study and Shiur/ lecture 
Offered in Spring term. 

Required for all students.  Prerequisite: TL-101A  
 
TL-101C Introductory Gemorah Iyun 
 6 credits  

In this course students continue to develop their 
methodical approach to Talmud. They translate, analyze 
and debate the various possible meanings of the deeply 
nuanced source texts. The chavrusas utilize a process of 
thrust and parry to interrogate each other’s 
interpretation. From this dialectical process they 
develop a fluency in Talmudic discourse. From their 
study of Tosefos’ broad based comparative scholarship 
they emerge with an appreciation for the holistic 
approach to the study of Talmud. 
 Offered in Summer  term 

  Required for all students.  Prerequisite: TL-101B  
 
TL-201A Gemorah Analysis, Iyun 
 6 Credits 
This course  advances the basic analytic skills developed 

in the first year. Students apply these skills to intense 
study of the assigned tractate.  Working in  Chavrisehh 
pairs, they make an initial preparation of the assigned 
Talmud case studies, translating and analyzing the 
primary Gemorah text with relevant commentaries. 
They explicate the Aramaic text while investigating the 
principles that underlie the debates presented in text. 
Shiurim emphasize close readings of Rashi and Tosefos.  
Achronim such as the Maharsha and Maharam are 
consulted to help understand the two principal 
Rishonim commentaries.  Shiur/ lecture follows an 

initial research/preparation segment. Offered in Fall 
term.  
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-101 C  

 
TL-201B Gemorah Analysis, Iyun   
 6 credits 

Student chavrusahs independently prepare the assigned 
tractate segment, deepening their case analysis by 
studying and applying the Tosefos commentary.  
Through this commentary they learn to analyze the local 
text in conceptual comparison to other Talmud source 
texts drawn from shas. Their study of Tosefos also 
advances their use of contextual analysis, extending 
their Talmud research skills and analytic techniques for 
arriving at a complex, layered understanding of the 
assigned case studies. The shiur/ lecture goes beyond 
Rashi and Tosfos to sample other Rishonim sources. 
 Offered in Spring term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-201A   

 
TL-201C Gemorah Analysis, Iyun   
 6 credits 

This course is designed to bring the student to the next 
level of learning, preparing him for independent 
Talmud analysis. Students systematically probe the 
layered Talmud cases and commentaries with a set of 
programmatic questions: what information is offered to 
support the arguments as presented?  Is the chain of 
reasoning  sturdy and reliable or contingent? Can the 
facts equally support a different conclusion?  What are 
the cardinal assumptions undergirding the reasoning? 
This analysis is guided by the authoritative Rishonim .  
Offered in Summer term. 

Required for all students. Prerequisite TL-201B.  

 
TL-301A  - Intermediate Gemorah  Iyun 
 6 credits  



 

30 | P a g e   

Students take their research and preparation to a new 
level by expanding their research in the Rishonim 
commentaries in their preparation/Hachonoh l’shiur.  
The Rishonim wrote for a select audience of scholars. 
Their brevity and use of code phrases poses a challenge 
to the contemporary researcher. The student learns to 
immerse himself intensively in their writings to decipher 
their styles and discursive patterns. This broader 
exposure also trains them in asking questions of the 
large scene first and then to focus on particulars. The 
shiur focuses on applying the Rishonim in the manner of 

Shaatze aliba d’hilcheseh. Offered in Fall Term.  
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-201C   

 
TL-301B  - Intermediate Gemorah  Iyun 
 6 credits  

This course revolves around supervised research in the 
designated tractate, mastering content, pursuing 
focused research on assigned sigye topics and 
analyzing the relevant commentary found in such 
classic interpreters as the RASHBA, RITVA, RAN and 
RAMBAN. The Chavrusah pairs work at probing the 
internal logic of the commentaries and reading the 
various shitos into the primary text. They discuss the 
application of these concepts to actual cases. Shiurim 
offer a coherent overview of the major conceptual 
models. 

Offered in Spring term.   
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-301A   
 
TL-301C  - Intermediate Gemorah  Iyun 
 6 credits  

Carrying out intensive research in the commentaries, 
students work on resolving apparent contradictions 
and discrepancies in the texts. Focusing on the assigned 
Talmud tractate they navigate a range of varied 
commentaries each with its own distinctive style. 
Students analyze the sharp theoretical debates among 
the rishonim and consult selected  achronim to arrive at 
clearly defined shitos among the Commentaries. .  

Offered in Summer term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite TL-301B. 

 

TL-401A  - Senior Gemorah Iyun 
 6 credits  
Through intensive study of the secondary shas literature 
students expand their conceptual analysis of the 
assigned Talmud texts. Similar  case texts are compared 
and contrasted to understand the bases for variations in 
psak (dispositive legal ruling). No longer is the 
Rishonim literature studied as simple commentary but 
rather it is analyzed as highly developed briefs 
proposing sophisticated theoretical approaches to the 
cases presented in the Talmud. Shiur is interactive in the 
form of Talmudic dialogue between the instructor and 
the students. 

Offered in Fall  term.   
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-301 C   
 

TL-401B  - Senior Gemorah Iyun 
 6 credits 

Students focus their research on the Codifiers, the 
medieval scholars who move the Talmudic discussion 
from the speculative realm of sevarah to concrete, 
conclusive Halacha. By applying a systematic process 
of interpretive sifting, these codifiers including the RIF, 
RAMBAM and ROSH arrive at shamaatze alibah 
d’hilcheseh, deriving authoritative halacha from the 
Talmud texts. Students analyze the sometimes opposed 
stands taken by these codifiers, and the basis for their 
dispositive legal opinions. In honing the broad range of 
skills that they have mastered, students turn to the 
conceptual Achronim for additional guidance and 
elaboration.  Shiurim present examples of Talmud 
pilpul and  chiddush. 

Offered in Spring term.   
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-401A   
 
TL-501A Advanced Talmud Iyun 

 6 credits 
Students expand their Chavrisehh preparation to 
include the great halachic authorities, Tur, Bais Yoseif 
and Shulchan Aruch  to arrive at Halacha L’Maaseh. 
Students analyze the principles that govern this process. 
They also propose explanations to account for differing 
halachic conclusions among the codifiers, relating these 
differences to fundamental variations in how the 
Rishonim conceptualize the Sigyes. 

Offered in Fall  term.   
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-401B 
 

TL-501B Advanced Talmud Iyun 

 6 credits 
In this course advanced students draw together the many 
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skills and analytic approaches to develop their own 
original Chidishim, advancing well supported theories 
about the Talmud case studies. These original readings of 
the cases are built on a precise dissection of the Rishonim 
and interpretive achronim. These chiddushim are 
presented in Chaburos 
in a seminar setting and open to critique by all 
participants. The provisional conclusions are then 

revised, taking into account the various 
recommendations and challenges and put into final form. 
Shiurim by the Rosh Yeshiva and his interaction with 
students are designed to prepare the student for graduate 
level study.  
Required for all students. Prerequisite: TL-501A

   
 
 
 
Gemorah Bekiyus (Survey) Courses 

 
The Gemorah survey is designed to provide students 
with an extensive knowledge of source material in 
Mishna, Talmud, Halacha and Aggadah. Students study 
an assigned tractate in a structured and supervised Beis 
Medrosh setting. Lectures follow the Bekiyus syllabus. 
These courses utilize the skills and analytical 
approaches developed in Talmud Iyun. 

 

GM-102A – Introductory Gemorah Bekiyus 
4 credits 
The explanatory tradition that accompanied Torah biksav 
was transmitted in oral form for centuries, providing an 
interpretive structure for the Torah law. In the epoch after 
the destruction of the Second Temple, community 
leaders, fearful that an uncertain and troubling galus 
might sever the transmission of the Torah b’al peh, 
authorized its redaction in the tightly compressed 
Mishna. Students learn the Mishna text along with the 

explanatory Gemorah. Offered in Fall term. 
Required for all students.  No Prerequisites. 

 
GM-102B – Introductory Gemorah Bekiyus  

4 credits 
In this course student survey assigned Talmud material, 
mastering content and advancing their facility for 
Bekiyus study. The emphasis is on preparing a flowing 
translation of the Gemorah text and to study the logic of 
the case arguments presented by the ancient sages in 
order to arrive at poshut pshat and thereby to acquire 
broad content familiarity. A collateral objective is to 
achieve a facility (regilus) for reading and understanding 

the complex Mishnaic and Gemorah texts.  Offered in 
Spring term. 
Required for all students.  Prerequisite: GM-102A 
 

GM-102C – Introductory Gemorah Bekiyus 
4 credits 

The directed pace of study and analysis of the assigned 
tractate is designed to complete the entire tractate. 
Students master an extensive working Talmud 
vocabulary and develop a fluency in Talmud translation 
and inquiry. Intensive review periods are designed to fix 
the shakla vetaria of the Tannaim and Amoraim into long 
term memory. Regular exams test powers of recall and 

description.  Offered in Summer term. 
Required for all students.  Prerequisite: GM-102B 
 

GM-202A – Beginning  Gemorah Bekiyus  
4 credits 
The ancient Mishna cum Gemorah texts go back almost 
2,000 years. They are recorded in an obscure syntax and 
antiquated terminology. The classic guide to these texts is 
Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, known by the acronym Rashi. 
Close to a thousand years ago Rashi compiled kuntreisim, 
handwritten copybooks that provide the authoritative 
interpretation of the text that has passed the test of time. 
His venerable commentary guides the scholar through 
the thicketed realms of Gemorah discourse. Students 
analyze the Mishna and Gemorah by the light of Rashi's 
commentary.  In tractate Bava Basra and parts of 
Pesachim, this function is filled by the  Rashbam 

commentary authored by Rashi’s grandson. Offered in 
Fall term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-102C 
 
 

GM-202B – Beginning  Gemorah Bekiyus  
4 credits 
Guided by Rashi's interpretation and selected Tosfos 
(focusing primarily on Pshat), the course is a study of the 
debates and conceptual dialogues between the Tannaim 
and Amoraim. This learned shakla vetaria is in the form 
of interrogative thrust and parry. The sages offer opinions 
and debate principles regarding numerous case studies. 
Typically the analysis proceeds from a variety of 
perspectives to derive fundamental principles of applied 



 

32 | P a g e   

law. Students commit these intricately reasoned 

discussions to memory. Offered in Spring  term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-202 A   

  

GM-202C – Beginning  Gemorah Bekiyus  
4 credits 
In this course student chavruses translate, debate and 
assimilate fresh textual material at the pace of (a blatt) per 
week. The focus in on having the study pairs compare 
and analyze a wide range of case studies and Talmud 
briefs with the aid of Rashi, Tosefos and a curated corps 
of Rishonim. These studies promote thinking skills 
associated with comparing and contrasting explicative 
texts and identifying dissimilarities to help isolate 

distinctive patterns. Offered in Summer  term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-202 B 

 
GM-302A – Intermediate  Gemorah Bekiyus  
4 credits 
Students working in Chavriseh pairs research an 
extensive selection of Gemorah case studies in a range of 
related topical fields. The rapid pace of study is designed 
to provide the scholar with a global view of a complete 
tractate and to equip him with yedios, broad halachic 

concepts.  Offered in Fall term.  
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-202 C   
 
GM-302B – Intermediate  Gemorah Bekiyus 
4 credits  
This course promotes a facility for independent study of 
the styles of Talmud discourse and colloquy. Students 
prepare the text and immerse themselves in the Talmudic 
narrative. While the rapid pace of study precludes 
comprehensive analysis of the Rishonim literature, this 
course provides the student with broad exposure to the 
topics and concepts analyzed in the assigned tractate.  
Offered in Spring term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-302 A 
 
GM-302C – Intermediate  Gemorah  Bekiyus  
4 credits 
As they immerse themselves in extensive segments of 
Talmud source material, students are required to 
integrate the various shitos into a comprehensible, well 
organized system of ritual, law, practice and thought. 
Assessment in the course is determined by quality of 
discourse in chaburah, level of kishron in dialogue with 
faculty, retention of studied material as demonstrated on 
exams and keeping pace with the prescribed plan of 
study. Offered in Summer term. 

Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-302 B 
 
GM-402A – Senior  Gemorah Bekiyus 
4 credits  
Students survey an extensive selection of Mishna and 
Gemorah text with selected secondary commentary that 
includes the conceptual Tosfos briefs. The rapid pace and 
wide ranging coverage is designed to promote fluency 
and rapid perception and integration of new ideas and 
concepts. Student chavrisehhs explore the case analyses 

presented in the discursive shaklah vetariah. Offered in 
Fall term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-302 C 
 

GM-402B – Senior  Gemorah Bekiyus  
4 credits 
Chavrisehh pairs independently translate, analyze and 
master the assigned Talmud chapters paying close 
attention to the process of debate and presentation of 
proof for the various positions that are outlined in the 
Mishna. Students cover in fine detail the Maskanos, the 
halachic conclusions as well as the Takanos and Gezeiros 

transmitted in the text. Offered in Spring term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-402 A 
 
GM-502A – Advanced  Gemorah Bekiyus   
4 credits 
By studying significant selections from the assigned 
Talmud tractate students arrive at an integrated 
understanding of the contextual approach to Talmud 
study. Guided by the principal commentaries they 
engage with study-partners in extended dialectic 
discussions of the text, focusing on broad themes of 
textual structure and format as well as syntax and logic as 

a guide to the ancient text passages. Offered in Fall 
term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-402 B 
 
GM-502B – Advanced  Gemorah Bekiyus   
4 credits 
With the analytic skills and fluency in Talmud study that 
they have developed over the years students survey the 
assigned Talmud material with the goal of completing the 
Masechta begun in GM-205A. They emerge with a broad 
familiarity with the major sigyes, an understanding of the 
conceptual basis for many halachic practices and an 
insight into the Aggadaic tradition. Offered in Spring 
term. 

Required for all students. Prerequisite: GM-501A 
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DEPARTMENT OF HALUCHA: COURSE LISTINGS 
 

The Department of Halucha (Jewish Legal Codes) offers 
courses on principles and applications of Jewish law. 
The lower grades learn different sections in Orach 
Chaim, such as Hilchos Shabbos, and the upper grades 
learn Yoreh Deiya. Students are tested every week or 
second week on everything they learned in Shulchan 
Aruch. When they complete a major section in Shulchan 
Aruch, such as Hilchos Miktza, or Bishul V’hatmuno, 
they go out to be tested by local Rabbonim and 
Dayunim. 
 

HL-103A  Introductory Halucha 
2 credits  
In this course students are introduced to the formal study 
of Halacha, the Laws and rituals derived from the 
masoretic tradition of the Jewish people. Students study 
an assigned syllabus of chapters in the case law as defined 
in the Shulchan Aruch: Orach Chaim. The objective is to 
understand the law and to commit its elements to 

memory. Offered in Fall term. 
Required for all students.  No Prerequisites. 
 
HL-103B  Introductory Halucha 
2 credits  
Focusing on a set of legal topics assigned from the 
Shulchan Aruch: Orach Chaim, students analyze the law 
as recorded by the two principal codifiers, Rabbi Joseph 
Caro and Rabbi Moses Isserliss. In studying the rulings 
redacted by both of these authorities the student is 
exposed to both streams of tradition that compose the 
Shulchan Aruch: the Sephardic mesorah faithfully 
recorded by Rabbi Caro and the Ashkenazic traditions 
reflected in the glosses of Rabbi Isserliss, the Remah. 
Offered in Spring  term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL-103 A  
 
HL-103C  Introductory Halucha 
2 credits  
This course teaches the process for deriving governing 
Halucha, as the student transitions from rote style 
Halucha learning to studying the law’s roots. Beginning 
with a Halacha topic, the student learns to search for the 
basis of the law in the Tur Shulchan Aruch. But the simple 
Halucha needs to be understood in its full context.  What 
are its origins; its authoritative source?  The process takes 
the student to cases in the Talmud, to the Rishonim, the 

Tur and the Bais Yoseif.  Offered in Summer term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL-103 B  

 

HL -203A  Beginning Halucha 
2 credits  
The Shulchan Aruch was written in the 1500s. While the 
concepts remain timeless, their application has been 
discussed and extensively analyzed by countless 
scholars, rabbis and decisors (poskim) since that time. 
Students supplement the learning of the assigned 
Shulchan Aruch text with the masterly Mishna Brurah. 
Written early in the 20th century it is a recognized as part 
of the Halachic canon, providing a digest of more recent 

rulings as well as many practical case examples. Offered 
in Fall term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL-103 C  
 
HL -203B  Beginning Halucha 
2 credits  
Students continue the process of systematically building 
a solid halucha mastery of laws, rituals and customs with 
their study of the assigned code chapters from the Orach 
Chaim section of the Shulchan Aruch, supplemented by 
relevant commentary. In this course students expand 
their understanding by researching the Talmudic origins 
of the Halucha. In order to more fully understand the law 
and its application they study the Biur Halacha to analyze 

the textured sources that shape the final law.  Offered 
in Spring  term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -203 A  
 
HL -203C  Beginning Halucha 
2 credits  
Students in  chavruseh pairs apply their growing Halucha 
skills  based on depth and breadth (havonas hayesodos 
and hekef),  carrying out analyses of assigned chapters in 
the Shulchan Aruch.  They develop an appreciation for 
distinctions and the realization that Halucha is not a cut 
and dried process  Its process includes a series of 
mitigating considerations and precedent based- 
flexibilities. Students explore how, under pressing 
circumstances like shaas hadchack, hefsed merubah, etc., 
the Halucha allows for leniencies based on opinions in the 

Rishonim.  Offered in Summer term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -203 B  
 

HL -303A Intermediate Halucha 
2 credits  
The codification of the Shulchan Aruch did not stop the 
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process of reinterpretation and fresh application of legal 
principles to new issues. Before the end of the 
seventeenth century two major definitive commentaries 
were published on the Shulchan Aruch, bringing its 
rulings up to date, addressing new concerns, and delving 
into the scholarly foundations of the halacha as presented 
by the Mechaber (R’ Caro) and the Remah (R’ Isserliss). 
Students supplement their analysis of the assigned 
Shulchan Aruch chapters with reference to the principal 
nosei keilim, the Magen Avrohom ( R’ Avrohiom 
Gombiner) and the Taz (Rabbi Dovid Halevi Segal). 
Offered in Fall term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -203 C  
 
HL -303B Intermediate Halucha 
2 credits  
Applied halucha is based on a weave of knowledge and 
imagination, content and reasoning. This course works on 
transmitting the art of Halucha, refining the reasoning 
process that is the basis of applied halachic thought. By 
studying a wide scope of analytic commentaries 
including, Pri Megodim, Shaarie Tshuvah, Chiddushei R’ 
Akiva Eiger and Biur Hagra in addition to the classic 
works of the Magen Avrohom and Taz students learn to 
think halachically. They hone their powers of reasoning 
and discernment for making comparisons, drawing 
distinctions and arriving at well thought out conclusions. 
Offered in Spring  term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -303 A  
 
HL -303C  Intermediate Halucha 
2 credits 
Context, culture and custom help shape the law. By 
studying a wide range of analytic commentaries 
including, Pri Megodim, Pischei Tshuvah, Chiddushei R’ 
Akiva Eiger, Biur Hagra and other classic authorities, 
students learn how such contingences as a specific 
environment and tradition. can help influence halucha 
decisions. Studying these outstanding  poskim also hones 
their powers of reasoning and discernment in making 
comparisons, drawing distinctions, and arriving at well 

thought out conclusions. Offered in Summer  term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -303 B 
 
HL -403A Senior Halucha 
2 credits  
This course investigates the systematic construction of the 
Halacha as the conclusion of a process that begins with 
the Talmud. It traces the process by which the Talmud 
case studies are interpreted by the Rishonim leading to 
the codified law. Students study the Talmud sugya and 
the principal codifying Rishonim, leading to the rulings 
as presented by the Tur: Yoreh Deah and the Shulchan 

Aruch. Offered in Fall term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -303 C  
 
HL -403B Senior Halucha 
2 credits 
This course focuses intensively on the Bais Yoseif al 
haTur’s conceptual comparison, contrast and analysis of 
the Rishonim interpretations of the case texts from the 
Talmud. This is followed by studying the dispositive 
rulings of the Shulchan Aruch. Students analyze the 
Talmudic sources and examine the varying opinions of a 
wide range of Rishonim commentaries. Students analyze 
the often counterpoised views presented  by the Bais 
Yoseif as the basis for understanding his own final 

decisions in the Shulchan Aruch. Offered in Spring  
term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -403 A 
 
HL -503A Advanced Halucha 
2 credits  
The Halacha has produced a highly specialized literature 
known a Shaaylos Uteshuvos (Responsa). Over the many 
centuries Orthodox communities requiring an 
authoritative analysis to decide which principle should be 
the governing one in arriving at a halachic conclusion, 
have sent their queries to a recognized Halachic scholar 
who rendered a carefully reasoned decision based on a 
learned survey of the sources and a fine grained analysis 
of the case at hand. In this way the law has grown and 
remained always fresh and relevant while remaining 
faithful to original Talmudic principles. Students study 
major Responsa dealing with contemporary applications 

of the assigned Halacha chapters.. Offered in Fall 
term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -403 
 
HL -503B Advanced Halucha 
2 credits  
Students hone their skills of medameh milseh l’milseh by 
carrying out advanced research in consultation with 
senior scholars. They probe new tshuvos (Responsa) and 
propose fresh approaches to contemporary questions in 
the Halacha after mastering the assigned codes with the 
major halachic commentaries and consulting with 
contemporary poskim.   Offered in Spring term. 
Required for all students. Prerequisite: HL -503A  
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