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COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT POLICY 

COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT IS THE ACT OF EXERCISING, WITHOUT PERMISSION OR LEGAL AUTHORITY, ONE OR MORE OF THE 

EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS GRANTED TO THE COPYRIGHT OWNER UNDER SECTION 106 OF THE COPYRIGHT ACT (TITLE 17 OF THE 

UNITED STATES CODE). THESE RIGHTS INCLUDE THE RIGHT TO REPRODUCE OR DISTRIBUTE A COPYRIGHTED WORK. IN THE 

FILE-SHARING CONTEXT, DOWNLOADING OR UPLOADING SUBSTANTIAL PARTS OF A COPYRIGHTED WORK WITHOUT 

AUTHORITY CONSTITUTES AN INFRINGEMENT. PENALTIES FOR COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT INCLUDE CIVIL AND CRIMINAL 

PENALTIES. IN GENERAL, ANYONE FOUND LIABLE FOR CIVIL COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT MAY BE ORDERED TO PAY EITHER 

ACTUAL DAMAGES OR “STATUTORY” DAMAGES AFFIXED AT NOT LESS THAN $750 AND NOT MORE THAN $30,000 PER 

WORK INFRINGED. FOR “WILLFUL” INFRINGEMENT, A COURT MAY AWARD UP TO $150,000 PER WORK INFRINGED. A 

COURT CAN, IN ITS DISCRETION, ALSO ASSESS COSTS AND ATTORNEYS’ FEES. FOR DETAILS, SEE TITLE 17, UNITED STATES 

CODE, SECTIONS 504, 505. WILLFUL COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT CAN ALSO RESULT IN CRIMINAL PENALTIES, INCLUDING 

IMPRISONMENT OF UP TO FIVE YEARS AND FINES OF UP TO $250,000 PER OFFENSE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE 

THE WEBSITE OF THE U.S. COPYRIGHT OFFICE AT www.copyright.gov 

http://www.copyright.gov/

